Religious practices and the debates surrounding them are among the most prominent issues in the perception of Muslim populations in Germany. A number of subjects such as the permissibility of the headscarf for state schoolteachers or the legality of slaughtering according to Islamic customs have entered with force the public sphere in recent years. Th e crucial question in these debates has been to what degree such religious practices will be able to enter the set of cultural practices, which are accepted as being conform to mainstream values. It is within these oft en vigorous debates that the intensity and content of Muslim religiousness has formed an important underlying strand. In a fi rst part, the present article sets out to survey the state of research on this issue. In a second part the results of a survey on the subject of religiousness among young Muslims in the northern German town of Kiel will be discussed.
Literature Review
Religiousness in the German context has been studied from diff erent venues. Research on this issue during the 1970s and 1980s was a rather rare phenomenon and focused generally on religiousness as a factor in order to measure the degree of integration or the intensity of political radicalism.
1 Th e relationship between religiousness and integration, whereas religiousness was mainly seen as a hindrance to integration, 2 played especially a salient role in the fi eld of pedagogical studies. Th e relationship between religiousness and political radicalism dealt particularly with Muslim organizations, their aims and the question to what degree their outlooks might be compatible with Western forms of democracy. Although such issues have continued to attract attention, 3 especially as the compatibility has turned out to be a widely discussed subject in European countries, the focus of the fi eld has widened considerably during the 1990s.
Th e 1990s did not only bring forth a qualitative change, but also a decisive quantitative rise of studies concerned with the issue of religiousness. Whereas Leggewie still deplored in 1993 that "the empirical sociology of religion lets us down" with regard to more detailed information on Muslim religiousness in European countries, 4 the fi eld has developed since then. Th e bulk of these studies has adopted qualitative approaches, 5 oft en with the aim to delineate the various forms and styles of expressing Muslim religiousness. 6 Th e rise of these qualitative studies has been paralleled by quantitative ones, which off er indeed the fi rst beginnings of an 'empirical sociology' of Islam in Western Europe. 
